PRESS RELEASE

CAMBRIDGE AND SCIENCES PO TO ENHANCE COLLABORATION
Agreement will enable closer research ties and funding of joint projects
At a ceremony held in Paris on Friday November 24th, representatives from the University of
Cambridge and from Sciences Po signed a Memorandum of Agreement to formalise and
strengthen the partnership between both institutions.
The stated aim of the document is to develop research links in disciplines including Politics,
History and Public Policy, with a strong expectation that the collaboration will develop to
encompass other areas of mutual interest.
Covering an initial three-year period, the agreement includes the provision of matched funds
by Cambridge and Sciences Po to enable academic workshops and symposia, and to pay
for travel grants, short-term research visits, and visiting professorships at both Sciences Po
and Cambridge.
Other bilateral activities within its scope include the encouragement of student mobility, and
access for Cambridge PhD students to the Sciences Po Teaching Fellowships programme at
Sciences Po campuses in Reims, Menton or Le Havre, where lectures are done in English.
One specific outcome of the agreement between Cambridge and Sciences Po will be the
organisation of a public conference on “The Future of Europe”, to be held in Paris in 2018,
and led by specialists in European studies from both institutions.
Signing on behalf of the University of Cambridge, Professor Eilís Ferran,
Pro-Vice-Chancellor for Institutional and International Relations, said: “This Memorandum of
Agreement builds on strong existing relationships between our two world-leading
universities. It offers us a formal mechanism to strengthen our partnership at a time when
collaboration between academic institutions is more crucial than ever before.”
Frédéric Mion, President of Sciences Po, said: “There is a need to maintain and deepen
cooperation among excellent academic institutions in Europe. It is the right time to continue
strengthening our ties with a world-class University such as Cambridge by developing jointly
this innovative and ambitious research partnership in the social sciences. The Memorandum
of Agreement is built on that firm conviction. ”
Sciences Po was founded in 1872 as the École Libre des Sciences Politiques to educate the
French governing class in the aftermath of the Franco-Prussian War. Today it is one of
France’s leading research universities in the social sciences and humanities. It has seven
campuses across France, and a record of excellent research in law, economics, history,
political science and sociology.
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Notes to editors:
About the University of Cambridge
The mission of the University of Cambridge is to contribute to society through the pursuit of
education, learning and research at the highest international levels of excellence. To date,
98 affiliates of the University have won the Nobel Prize. The University is consistently ranked
as one of the world’s best institutions.
Founded in 1209, the University comprises 31 autonomous Colleges and 150 departments,
faculties and institutions. Cambridge is a global university. Its 19,000 student body includes
students from 120 countries. Cambridge researchers collaborate with colleagues worldwide,
and the University has established larger-scale partnerships in Asia, Africa, America and
Europe.
The University sits at the heart of one of the world’s largest technology clusters. The
‘Cambridge Phenomenon’ has created 1,500 hi-tech companies. Cambridge promotes the
interface between academia and business, and has a global reputation for innovation.
https://www.cam.ac.uk/

About Sciences Po
Founded in 1872, Sciences Po is France’s leading research university in the social sciences.
Sciences Po offers degrees at the undergraduate, graduate and executive education levels,
and developed 42 dual degree programmes with its network of 470 partner universities.
Today, half of Sciences Po’s 13,000 students are international and represent 150
nationalities. Education at Sciences Po is multidisciplinary, multilingual and outward looking.
It also places great emphasis on professional exposure. Following completion of their
degree, 80% of the graduates are hired within six months of graduation and 39% start their
career abroad. Sciences Po holds a high standard of social responsibility, and plays a
pioneering role in the promotion of diversity and equal opportunity in higher education.
Sciences Po has an array of financial aid for students of all origins and 30% of the student
body hold a scholarship. For more information on Sciences Po: www.sciencespo.fr/en
Further information
University of Cambridge: Ángel Gurría-Quintana, Angel.Gurria@admin.cam.ac.uk,
International Communications Officer, Office of External Affairs and Communications, +44
(0)1223 339 209
Sciences Po: Marie Frocrain, marie.frocrain@sciencespo.fr , Communication Department
+33 (0)1 49 54 37 71
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