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CIVICA gets greenlight from the European Commission: the university alliance continues its
expansion

CIVICA – The European University of Social Sciences is one of the sixteen European university
alliances to receive continued support from the 2022-2027 Erasmus+ programme, as the European
Commission announced this week.

After a three-year pilot phase, this achievement sets the stage to establish CIVICA as an integrated
deep and fully-fledged European university alliance in the social sciences, now bringing together ten
world-renowned higher education institutions across Europe. During this new phase, CIVICA aims to
develop a joint vision for 2030 with respect to priorities on education, research, innovation and
service to society.

With a total budget of 272 million euros, the European Commission launched the 2022 Erasmus+
European Universities call to facilitate the full roll-out of the European Universities initiative. The
CIVICA alliance outlined an ambitious set of actions for the future in a strategic proposal submitted
last March. The new Erasmus+ programme will provide each selected alliance with up to 14.4
million euros to foster the institutional transformation of the European Higher Education and
Research Area.

“We are all thrilled to hear about this positive outcome as the European Commission has decided to
continue supporting CIVICA’s development” said Mathias Vicherat, President of Sciences Po and
CIVICA Coordinator. “The renewed Erasmus+ support will accelerate CIVICA’s ambition to assume
civic responsibility for current and future European generations, to strengthen the role of Europe in
the world, and raise the profile of European social sciences in education and research.”

A coherent and diverse expanded alliance

CIVICA will foster transnational cooperation of world-renowned universities working together for
the benefit of students, teachers, researchers and society, as it welcomes two new full partners. IE
University (Spain) and the SGH Warsaw School of Economics (Poland) will formally join the alliance
in October 2022 as the new phase begins.

“The CIVICA alliance fully supports the policy objectives set for the roll-out phase for the initiative in
bringing new partners from across Europe while maintaining a clear and strong coherence among
the members around a shared vision and common values” said Kate Vivian, alliance coordinator and
Acting Vice-President of International Affairs at Sciences Po.

“In the first pilot years of CIVICA, our alliance has proved exceptionally resilient and able to
successfully develop innovative programmes in education and research despite an extraordinary set
of circumstances” Vivian stressed. “Based on the first activities implemented and the impactful
results achieved, the alliance has confirmed its high potential and is eager to further strengthen its
ambitions with the addition of two new partners.”

The expanded alliance will connect more than 72,000 undergraduate and graduate students to a
community of 13,000 faculty members and about 7,000 administrative staff from all over the world.
“We strongly believe in the fruitful and mutually beneficial cooperation that this project will bring.
Grateful to the European Commission for the trust and the support received, SGH Warsaw School of
Economics is looking ahead to developing the European University of the future alongside its CIVICA
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partners” reported SGH Rector, prof. Piotr Wachowiak. “In the past 115 years we have been shaping
leaders for the future, and we are certain that SGH’s involvement in the activity of CIVICA will
contribute to this mission better than anything else”, he added. For Manuel Muñiz, Provost of IE
University and Dean of IE School of Global and Public Affairs “CIVICA will enhance the work that our
ten institutions are doing individually on different fronts, enabling us to fulfil our mission in a more
impactful way. IE University is thrilled to join the CIVICA alliance. We very much look forward to
working with our colleagues on the advancement of European higher education and, above all,
addressing together some of the major challenges of our time.”

Building the European University of Social Sciences

CIVICA‘s primary goal is to imbue meaning into its vision of shaping the European University of the
future by 2030. To achieve the goal, the partner institutions are committed to consolidate and further
expand the alliance with a physical and digital inter-university campus that links teaching and
learning, research and innovation, and civil society.

“As one of the founding members of the alliance, we are proud to be part of CIVICA and to contribute
to its continued success“ affirmed the new President of the Hertie School in Berlin, Cornelia Woll.
“The role of universities is key to navigate the enormous processes of social, economic, and
technological change occurring in our society. If we are to discuss and find solutions to the most
pressing policy and social issues, we must lock arms across borders and work together on research,
teaching, and outreach activities.”

By echoing European policy priorities for the future of higher education, the alliance will continue to
establish deeper and sustainable forms of transnational institutional cooperation among its
members. Beyond facilitating lifelong learning and the exchange of talent, the ten members aim to
develop a diverse and inclusive CIVICA community, while extending the alliance’s global outreach to
establish itself as a leading actor in the social sciences.

With the new activities starting in autumn 2022, members of the alliance will give thousands of
students and (post)doctoral researchers the chance to benefit from enhanced mobility, new and
expanded joint educational offers, and Europe-wide opportunities for civic engagement and
extracurricular activities. By autumn 2026, the alliance aims to increase student mobility by 25%,
while providing more than 2,000 educational offerings for bachelor and master's students and more
than 400 activities for early career researchers over the duration of the project.

Aurélien Krejbich, Executive Director of CIVICA, shares the enthusiasm of all alliance members in
embarking onto this new phase: “We are looking forward to kicking off the second round of our
ambitious project. This new phase will see the anchoring of the alliance at the institutional level with
one priority: make CIVICA a reality for the highest possible number of students, researchers and
faculty. We believe that this new chapter will be pivotal in the building of the European University of
Social Sciences. We congratulate our fellow alliances who received a positive outcome from the
European Commission and we look forward to working together to bring higher education in Europe
to the next level.”

In line with a recent CIVICA’s statement, the future work package includes actions to support
scholars and students who are at risk due to the war in Ukraine. “In such difficult times, we have to
strengthen our cooperation and highlight how all our partners work together as an open academic
community who actively contributes to long-lasting peaceful solutions” added Krejbich “CIVICA
offers a source of stability and an environment in which the values of autonomy and academic



freedom can be defended, particularly in the face of evolving and often challenging European
political contexts”.
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Notes to the editors:

CIVICA brings together ten leading European higher education institutions in the social sciences,
humanities, business management and public policy, with a total of 72,000 students and 13,000
faculty members. Together, they build on an ever-stronger combination of teaching, research and
innovation to mobilise and share knowledge as a public good and to facilitate civic responsibility in
Europe and beyond.

CIVICA’s members are: Bocconi University (Italy), Central European University (Austria), European
University Institute (Intergovernmental), Hertie School (Germany), IE University (Spain), National
University of Political Studies and Public Administration (Romania), Sciences Po (France), SGH
Warsaw School of Economics (Poland), Stockholm School of Economics (Sweden) and The London
School of Economics and Political Sciences (United Kingdom).
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